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UM SEISMOLOGIST TO MONITOR 
AMCHITKA TEST BLAST
MISSOULA--
Dr. Gary W. Crosby, an a s s o c ia te  p ro fe s so r  o f  geophysics in  the U n iv e rs i ty  o f  
Montana geology departm ent, s a id  he w i l l  use a seismograph in  the  UM Earthquake Laboratory 
to  monitor the  e f f e c t s  o f  the Amchitka Is lan d  hydrogen bomb b l a s t  scheduled fo r  3 p.m.
MST Saturday (Nov. 6).
Dr. Crosby sa id  th a t  i t  would take  approxim ately  10 minutes fo r  the shock wave to  
reach w estern  Montana and ano ther 10 minutes be fo re  i t  would be in d ic a te d  on the  seismcmo 
r e a d in g s .
The la b o ra to ry ,  lo ca ted  in  the  basement of the new UM Science Complex, serves  as a 
c o l le c t io n  p o in t  fo r  15 seismometers s e t  up in  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  northw est Montana and 
Idaho.
The scheduled b l a s t  o f f  the coas t  o f  Alaska has been the s u b je c t  o f  much con troversy
p o s s ib le
and w i l l  be c lo se ly  monitored to  determine the  e f f e c t s  o f /e a r th q u ak es  and p o s s ib le  " tida l*  
waves.
"There doesn’t  appear to  be any danger in  Montana," Dr. Crosby s a id ,  "a lthough the 
background le v e l  of minor earthquakes has always picked up fo llow ing  a t e s t  a t  the  Nevai:1. 
(nuc lear  t e s t )  s i t e s . "
S a tu rd a y ' s
Dr. Crosby sa id  the  concern r i g h t  now i s  whether or not J_ t e s t  w i l l  c re a te  
major eatrhquakes .
Dr. Crosby sa id  the  lab o ra to ry  measures seism ic  le v e ls  in  Montana, w ith  c a re fu l  
a t t e n t io n  given to  t h e i r  e f f e c t s  on d i f f e r e n t  lakes and r e s e r v o i r s  in  the  s t a t e .
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